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REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE PENNINES TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO THE 
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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Pennines Township Committee.

Highways

The Highways Service has commenced on the capital programme for 2016/18.These are 
programmed to deliver improved traffic flow through the Pennines villages and will start in 
April. The following works, part of the capital programme, due for completion by March 
2017: - Todmorden Road Retaining Walls 

We are carrying out further investigation and repair works on drainage gullies and culverts 
affected by the Boxing Day floods and working on a long term solution to Calder Avenue

Library Service

Libraries are being well used across the Pennines Township, particularly to support 
customers in the following priority areas: Health and Wellbeing; digital inclusion; skills, jobs 
and business support; reading and literacy; early years and stronger families; preventing 
social isolation – particularly with the elderly.

There are weekly events and activities at every Pennines library including IT Training 
sessions, Bookstart Bear clubs, reading groups and now Lego clubs. Pennines Township 
recently approved funding for a new lego club at Wardle Library, which also hosts a code 
club for children. .
Following Pennines Township Funding, the upstairs of Milnrow Library is now able to be 
used by community groups inside and outside of library hours.  A new Yoga session has 
recently started in the upstairs room.  When not in use by groups, the room provides 
valuable study space for library customers.

All the Pennines libraries will be full of 4-11 year olds joining in with this year’s Summer 
Reading Challenge, entitled the “Big Friendly Read”.  It focusses on the books of Roald 
Dahl with several libraries hosting Roald Dahl themed events. To encourage as many 
children as possible to join in with this reading scheme and to ensure children are well fed 
during the summer holiday, Pennines Township has funded the Read and Feed initiative at 
Smallbridge Library.  All the children who join the Summer Reading Challenge at 
Smallbridge Library receive a free lunch at the library every day it opens, throughout the 
summer holiday.  A fantastic launch event was held on July 21st with local author and story-
teller Jennie Bailey, and many children have already benefitted from the Read and Feed 
scheme.

More acts have been announced for Rochdale Literature and Ideas Festival 2016.  This 
year’s festival will be October Wednesday 19 October - Monday 24 October 2016, and 
includes events at some Pennines venues including Harehill House.

Youth Service

Young people throughout the Pennines have been involved in educational based 
conversations and programmes with the youth workers; these include teenage pregnancy, 
dangers of drugs and alcohol, sexual health, health and nutrition and anti-social behaviour 
amongst others. 



Milnrow Youth Centre have been participating in a series of consultations on issues such 
as health for the Public Health report, domestic abuse for RBSCB and a consultation on 
the issue of ‘no smoking’. Young people watched a series of videos and voted for the video 
they felt had the biggest impact. The elected video will be shown in cinemas across the 
country. 

We have managed to retain two youth club sessions at Smallbridge Library, the focus has 
been on attaining an element of ‘open access’ whereby young people access the provision 
and services and participate in an educational based theme, the current theme on a 
Tuesday evening is healthy eating. On Wednesday evenings young people have been 
learning about Ramadan. In line with the Youth Services Ramadan educational resource 
pack  the young people are planning to deliver a series of fund raising events which include 
the annual Macmillan Coffee morning and a Community Cohesion football tournament in 
partnership with Meadowfield Community Centre in August.   

Young people from across the Pennines participated in the Ramadan Iftari event on 
Tuesday 28th June 2016 which was hosted by the Youth Service at Moss Street Youth 
Centre, the Iftari event was the conclusion of this month’s educational theme delivered by 
the Youth Service which enabled young people to learn about the Islamic month of 
Ramadan and analyse the similarities amongst the Islamic, Christianity and Jewish faiths. 
Youth workers believe that the resource and theme has enabled young people to challenge 
some of their stereotypical views in a safe environment.  
Detached work continues across the Pennines in hot spot areas.  We are currently 
continuing to monitoring reports of ASB in Wardle and planning outdoor sports activities 
with young people in Stansfield.  The youth bus continues to be a successful place for 
young people to visit,  not only do they feel safe on it but they have also been involved in 
planning summer holiday activities and used the on-board computers to access the internet 
to revision websites in preparation for their exams. 

Community Safety
Work tackling anti-social behaviour (ASB) in the Private Housing Sector continues which 
includes tenants in private rented property, and owner occupiers.  All parties are advised 
regarding the impartiality of Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour Prevention Officers 
(CASBPO) and are written to and dealt with accordingly. 

ASB procedures include individual warning interviews, tenancy warning letters, and 
landlord warnings regarding their responsibilities. CCTV is sometimes deployed in cases 
where the identity of ASB perpetrators is unknown in a public place.  Officers work closely 
with other Services including Environmental Protection with regard to noise nuisance, 
Highways with regard to car parking issues and Environmental Management with regard to 
fly-tipping. ASB complaints are received via various channels.

Safeguarding Vulnerable People is also a huge responsibility when dealing with ASB 
complaints as more and more often people who are identified as alleged perpetrators may 
suffer from mental health issues which require sensitive intervention.  Therefore it is 
necessary to involve the NHS Mental Health Team to ensure that they are represented 
fairly and also access the help they need too.

Officers have been dealing with a wide range of issues some of which include, youths 
playing football in the Street which is a is a low level seasonal issue; securing of Dale Mill 



to prevent intruders, the community have been reassured that there are no squatters within 
the Mill; Inspecting the CCTV in Milnrow along Dale St following concerns that is wasn’t 
operational; the T-junction at Harbour Lane has been identified as a problem for drivers as 
their visibility is impeded by vehicles parked on the corner of the road and pavement 
obstructing pedestrians, Highways are dealing with this matter; the former Lady Barn public 
house has been targeted by vandals and criminal damage in recent months. Officers are 
working with the Planning Department to identify the owners to request additional security 
measures are installed on the site.

Community News

Read and Feed, Smallbridge Library

This Township funded project was launched on the first day of the summer holidays at 
Smallbridge Library in conjunction with the Boroughwide Summer Reading Challenge. 
Children from local primary schools who join the popular reading challenge will receive a 
free lunch on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. Not only will this encourage continuation 
of reading and learning during the school holidays but will also provide some continuation 
of free school meal provision too. This is a pilot scheme and it is hoped we can continue 
with it in the future.  

Wardle Bowling Club and Pavilion

Plans are underway to upgrade the paths and gardens within the garden and bowling 
green site. Pennines Township has funded much needed maintenance and drainage work 
within the gardens and Bowling Green and the Council are funding the work to replace the 
current unsafe and uneven flags around the bowling green and the garden. The Bowling 
Club members have been very much a part of this project and have been consulted at 
every stage. Plans are likely to start in the Autumn once the bowling season is finished. We 
are also looking at ways in which to recognise the importance of the pavilion as a War 
Memorial. 

Littleborough Food Festival

Once again the festival proved popular providing the crowds with, food demonstrations, a 
food trail within the shops, food hub and street party themed seating areas. The event was 
able to grow substantially this year helped by the grant awarded by Pennines Township 
from the Town Centre Fund. The event was great in publicising what Littleborough has to 
offer and the benefits of shopping local. The organisers did a fantastic job and are thanked 
for their time and effort in making this a successful event.

Ellenroad Engine House

Pennines Township has recently contributed to a project to upgrade the visitor experience 
at Ellenroad Engine House. The project is to refurbish part of the engine room and to 
improve the emergency fire escape. This will provide a much improved and safer 
environment for the public and will hopefully attract more visitors

Councillor John Blundell
Pennines Township Committee Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Pennines Township Committee


